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UNIT One:
Why a 
revolution?

What you 
need to know:

What did Britain do to anger the colonies?

What methods of protest did the Americans use?

What caused the Revolution?

Who were the “founding fathers” and what role 
did they play in revolutionary America?

Use the Following readings to help you understand why the 

American Colonies decided to separate from Great Britain. 

Reading one: America Adventure Stories p2-17 EASY

Reading two: Idiots guide to American History 18-28 Medium

Reading three: A Cartoon History of United States 29-54 Easy
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Activity 

Standard and 
Benchmark  #

Students will be 
able to….
Students will be 
able to….

Students will know….. reading guides

jigsaw partner reading of 
supplemental resources

historical opinion journals

5 – U3.1.1

5 – U3.1.2

5 – U3.1.3

5 – U3.1.4

5 - U3.1.6

Describe

Describe

Explain

Describe 

Identify 

Describe

Describe

Explain

Describe 

Identify 

how the french and indian war 
changed the way Britain treated 
the colonies

the causes of the major events 
that led to the revolution

How the colonies and england 
views on power differed

The importance of the 1st & 2nd 
continental congress

the roles and importance of the 
founding fathers

reading guides

jigsaw partner reading of 
supplemental resources

historical opinion journals

Essential QuestionsEssential QuestionsEssential Questions

how the french and indian war 
changed the way Britain treated 
the colonies

the causes of the major events 
that led to the revolution

How the colonies and england 
views on power differed

The importance of the 1st & 2nd 
continental congress

the roles and importance of the 
founding fathers

Resources
•Why did the colonists 
separate from england?
•Why did the colonists 
separate from england?
•Why did the colonists 
separate from england?

how the french and indian war 
changed the way Britain treated 
the colonies

the causes of the major events 
that led to the revolution

How the colonies and england 
views on power differed

The importance of the 1st & 2nd 
continental congress

the roles and importance of the 
founding fathers

idiots guide to american 
history

american adventure tales

cartoon history of the US

founding fathers 
documentary

key decisions in US history
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AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment Questions/Key Areas I 
Need to Review Formative AssessmentFormative Assessment Summative AssessmentSummative Assessment
Questions/Key Areas I 
Need to Review 

Section/exit quizzes
Journals
Reading Guides

Section/exit quizzes
Journals
Reading Guides

Unit Quiz

Prove you learned it:
Make a biographical comic 
strip 

create a presentation

Unit Quiz

Prove you learned it:
Make a biographical comic 
strip 

create a presentation
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