UNIT Nine :
World Regions

County & Culture
Research

What you
need to know:

*The physical characteristics of places.
*The human characteristics of places.

eExamples of cultural diffusion in the country of
your choice.

Section one - Europe

Section two - Africa
Section three- Asia

Unit Nine : Prove it! Country Report



Section one
Europe
Questions:

What mountain ranges divide Northern and Southern Europe?
Why are the Northern Plains important to Europe?

What is the climate like around the Mediterranean Sea? What types of crops
grow there?

Why does Europe have such a high population density?
What part of Europe has the densest populations?

Describe Europe’s population. How is it different from Africa and Asia (use
the chart to help)?

How are the economies of Eastern and Western Europe different?

What makes people want to migrate to Europe?
What is the European Union? Why was it formed?

Bonus Questions (use the web):

If I gave you a 100 Euro bill, how many dollars would it be worth?
(hint: currency conversion)

What were the SIX founding member countries of the European Union?

What European city has the most skyscrapers? (this is tricky, googling the
question won’t help)

» answer online


https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dF9JREVHRWNKQmlPSVdnUHBPaVI4TUE6MA
https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dF9JREVHRWNKQmlPSVdnUHBPaVI4TUE6MA

EUROPE

EUROPE

A GREAT CURVE OF mountain ranges

that includes the Pyrenees and the Alps
roughly divides the cooler north of
Europe from the warmer south. In the
far north, treeless tundra merges into
cool coniferous forests that extend across
Scandinavia and into Russia. South of

this lies the fertile North European Plain, THE ALPS
z R . . The mountains that form the Alps run
which supports most of the continent’s from southeastern France, through

agri(_‘uhu]'c and mixed woodland. By Switzerland and ltaly, into Austria. In the
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the south is hot and almost desertlike like the Matterhorn (above), knifecdged
s P Inlrar s e R ridges, dramatic waterfalls, and armchair-
in places. Volcanic activity is confined shaped basins filled with kakes. Alpine
to Iceland and southern Italy, where plants, such as the Bird's Eye primrose, 3
Mount Etna is constantly active. The have adapted to growing at high altitudes,
Ural and Caucasus mountains form
Europe’s eastern borders. - ,
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EUROPE

s oy booee | HE LAKE DISTRICT
L i s The 15 lakes of the Lake District in northwestern England
By N as ey lie in Usshaped valleys extending outward like the spokes
traad of a wheel from an uph!u d dome of low mountains. Long
ago, the valleys contained rivers, but during the Ice Age
these were deepened by the movement of gl.u iers. Most
were dammed by eroded rock left behind when the glaciers
melted, The erosion of the main valleys has cut off tributary
vallevs and left them "hanging” above the main valleys,
often with waterfalls cascading from them.

NORTHERN FORESTS

A thick band of dense coniferous
forest, known as taga, covers
northern Europe. Conifers (trees
that have cones), such as spruce
and pine, keep their beaves all year
round and can withstand heany
snow. They also provide winter
Liswater 5 8 kg Mmar bas i @ U-shaoed valiey food and shelter for many animals

NORTHERN PLAINS

I'he North European Plain
stretches from southern England
across France and Germany as
far as Russia, ending at the Ural
Mountains. Most of the plain is
low-lving, and in the Netherlands
it even lies partly below sea level.
Some of the world’s most fertile

Lowest farmland is found here, as well

temperature: . . .
Ust ':M"‘N.”_ as important deposits of coal, oil,
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2850 sq km) Map D9 southern Spain. Many
trees, such as cork oaks,
develop thick bark as a
O P protection against the heat

ITHE DANUBE

The Danube, western Europe’s
longest river, lows castward from
its source in Germany to its mouth
on the Black Sea. lesenves as a
trade route between the nine
countries that lie along its course
The Danube delta, where the river
divides into numerous channels, s
an important wetland area. About

300 different bird species have
been recorded in the delta, as
well as boars, deer, and wild cats




EUROPE

PEOPLES OF EUROPE

E.UROPE 1S A CROWDED CONTINENT. It is the second smallest of
the continents by area, vet it has the third highest population.
As a result, pnpulauun densities are very high, and most
Europeans live in cities. E urope is also crowded with countries -
more than 40 different nations jostle for pmmnn on the
continent. Conflicts between these countries have often erupted
into war — two world wars have started on European soils in the
last 100 years. Yet, despite these problems, Europe is by and

EUROPEAN CITIES

\ l.n,;r PropOrson « i} UTOpCans Ive in Crses

large a rich continent, and many European countries are

among the wealthiest in the world. Some pockets of poverty
exist, but in general the population enjoys a high standard of
living compared to most other parts of the world. Muc h of this
wealth has come as a result of industrial growth, and because of

the large colonial empires established by many European
countries in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

Population: approximately
774,000,000 people

Number of countries: 43
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POPULATION DENSITY

Over 774 million Evropeans are crammed into an area litde
more than the size of Australia, As a result, Enropean countries
have some of the highest population densities in the world

In the Netherlands, for example, there are 1,229 people per
sq) mile (475 per sq km). Population densities in castern
Europe are lower, but even these are above the world average

The most densely popukated part of Europe hes

in the west and forms a belt that stretches more of

bess continuoushy from southeastern Britain, through
northern France, Bel the Netherdands, and s
Germany. In these densely populated
ther, forming what are
is in the

wnamn,
arcas, indinid
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knnown as conurbations. The largest of these
wont known as the Ruhr
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German industrial reg
By contrast, in eastern Europe a
proportion of the population

lives in country arcas

Largest coumtry:

1he Russian Federaton
straddies northern Europe
and Asia (see page 135)
and its European parnt
coners 1,527 541 sq miles

(3,955,818 sq km

Population density chart




Age of population

it [1

THE CHANGING

POPULATION

Compared to Asia and Afrnica, Kenya
the pnpu].llinll\ of most

I_mup('.m countries are stable
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= they are not increasing o
gecreasing to any great extent,
Birth rates are low, and
perage life expectancy is very
Bigh — about 75 years in most
pountries, compared 1o less
than M vears in Afghanistan
and most of Afnica. As a result
o these two factors, F lllllp("\
population is relatively clderly,
pith a large number of people
peed 640 vears and over.

L

New European
countrics

CEECH
AL BN

SLOVAKIA

SLANENIA
CROATIA

S BOSNIAS
HERZECONINA

LGOSLAYIA . SERBIA &
- | MONTENELRO
L -
-
VCEDONIA

SLITTING APART
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e form ol inde 20 ndence from the national gove New
Bemntries are still being formed, The former USSR, Yugoslavia, and
Raes hoslovakia are among the European countries that have split

BT in recent years, sometimes violenth
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EUROPE

THE TWO EUROPES §

Economically, Europe can be §
dmvided o two makn sets of countnes
Western Europe contains some very rich
ountnices, such as Germany, France
and Switzerland, which have strong §
economies. By contrast, eastern § UTOEN

ONLANs formmer communst Countnes
such as Poland, Hungary, and Romania

which are much poorer. They are still
strugeling to adjust their economics in

order o compete in world markets

CULTURAL MELTING POT

‘\ Europe’s wealth and relative political

stability have auracted large
numbers of migrants to its
shores, many from forme:
As a result, most
countries, particularly in
western Europe, contain
large numbers of people
from ethnic minorities. In
France, for example, north
Africans from Algeria and
other former colonies have
settled in ciues such as
Marseilles and Paris.

colonies

['HE EUROPEAN UNION
In 1957, six European countries
agreed to form the European
Economic Community (EEC).
They believed that economic
cooperation would reduce the
hkelihood of war between the
member countries and would bring
prosperity to the p('uplrs ol
Europe. Since that time, more countries
have joined, and the EEC has been renamed
the European Union (EU). Today it consists
of 25 member states and in addition o
ll(‘\('! l'((’ll‘)lllil ((N)l)l'l.lll“n. llll'l(' dre
moves lo encourage greater ])u]lli( al union.




Section Two
Africa

Questions:

How was the great rift valley formed?

What does Lake Victoria provide the who live around it?

What parts of Africa have the highest population densities?

Where do most Africans live? How do they make their living?

What percentage of Tanzania is under 15 years old?

What raw materials is African famous for exporting?

Why has exporting raw materials hurt many of Africa’s economies?

What region of the world has the MOST access to safe water? Which has the

LEAST?

How many different ethnic and tribal groups are their in Africa? THINK:
Why does this often cause problems?

Bonus Questions (use the web):

What African city has the largest population?
What is the highest point in Africa?
What African country has the hottest temperature ever recorded?

What country in Africa has the MOST people with HIV/AIDS?

@ answer online


https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHJzYVk2cU0xenBKSFlWVnF5SHFsa3c6MA
https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHJzYVk2cU0xenBKSFlWVnF5SHFsa3c6MA

AFRICA

AFRICA

"THE SECOND LARGEST CONTINENT, Africa is a land of
contrasts. To the north lies the great Sahara, the l.ugt st
desert in the world, vet the central equatorial area is
covered by dense ll()pI(.ll rain forests_while farther
south a series of grassy plateaus (areas of flat highland)

give way to narrow coastal plains. Major mountain ranges

include the Atlas in the north and the Ruwenzori range
on the Uganda-Democratic Republic of Congo border.
Africa’s highest mountain is Kilimanjaro, a dormant

volcano, in Tanzania. To the east is the Great Rift Valley,

which contains several huge lakes. Some of the world'’s
longest rivers drain the continent, including the Nile,
Niger, Congo, and Zambezi.

GREAT RIFT VALLEY
The Great Rift Valley stretches from Moz unlnqm in the
south, through eastern Africa and the Red Sea, into Syria.
In most places the valley is 19-62 miles (30-100 km)
wide, with steep sides rising up to 6,562 fi

(2,000 m). The valley was formed as blocks

of land sank between faults in the Earth's

crust. In eastern Africa, the valley has two

main branches. The Rift Valley is marked by
volcanoes, hot springs, and a long chain of lakes.

[LAKE VICTORIA
Lake Victoria is Africa’s largest lake and the
second largest freshwater lake in the world. Lying on
the Equator, between Kenva, Tanzania, and Uganda,
it covers about 26,828 sq miles (69,484 sq km) and
reaches 269 ft (82 m) at its deepest point. The Nile
River flows out of the northern end of the lake, Lake
Victoria is rich in fish, which provide an important
source of income for the large numbers of

people living along the lake shores,

‘ Formation of a rift valley

Moverments do

DESERTS
Africa has three huge deserts. The vast Sahara is the
world’s largest desert and dominates the northern
third of the continent. Thousands of vears ago the
Sahara had a moist climate. Today, the path of wet
winds blowing in from the sea is blocked by other
winds blowing outward from the desert. The Namib
and Kalahan deserts cover vast areas of southwestern
Africa. Although it lies along the coast, the Namib
Desert (shown here) is particularly barren and dry.

RAIN FORESTS

IThe world's second Largest rain forest, @

the Amazon, bes in central Africa. The
Congo teems with plant and animal |
including rare creatures such as okapis
was also the home of groups of pygmies,
many now hive in settled villages, becs
vast arcas of forest have been destroved
for logging and farming. One group, 8
Bambuti, still ve in the northeastern foes
of Democratic Republic of Congo

DRAKENSBERG MOUNTAINS
he highest mountains in southern Africa are the
Drakensberg. They form part of the rim of a saucershaped
plateau of high kand called the Great Escarpment. In the
local Zulu language, the mountains are kn-mn as Quathla
which means the “barrier of pointed spears.” The highest
peak, Thabana Nuenvana, rises 11,424 v (5,452 m) above
sea bevel and is capped with snow in winter
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CTHINGS TO LOOK FOR ON THE MAP

11,633,546 sq miles (30,151 556 sq km)

Highest poimt: M. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania,
19,341 (1 (5,895 m) Map

rest rivers Nile, Egypt/ Sudan/ Uganda,
miles (6,758 km) Map H3

st lake: L. Victoria, Tanzania/Uganda/
" - 26,528 s mides (69,484 5q km)
5§

__ island: Madagascar, 226,660 sq miles
587,040 sq km) Map K11

IGER RIVER
be Niger is Africa’s third longest river.

m its source in Guinea, it flows some
miles (4,180 km) acrossavestern Africa
s dedta in Nigeria. Along its course, the
drains a river basin almost three times
size of France. The Niger's water is used
irrigation and nwdroclectric power, but
sselulness for transportation s limited

s many waterfalls and rapids,
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WILDLIFE
Africa has an amazing vanety of wildlife, Huge herds of zebras
and wildebeests roam the grassy plains, preyed on by lions and
cheetahs. There are clephants, ostriches, and long-necked
giralles. Hippos wallow in rivers and swamps. In the rain foreses
live chimpanzees and gorillas, among the rarest animals on Earth.
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AFRICA

. Popalation: approxiniately
849,000,000 people
? Number of countries: 55
AFRICA 1S HOME TO about 849 million &) '
people — more than one in eight of the ' &s* S h Lanpest Comnn
. - T ¢ y % ! ian
world’s population. The most densely S O R e 967493 sq milles
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valleys of the Nile, Niger, Congo, and | & P v
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many African countries are extremely b e N e ; ,
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the age of 15. Although most Africans live in pErey ) M Toos & R ), s
the countryside, a growing number are now ) cunced] R T 5 Sm
found in towns and cities. Many people have sho Towt & rixcire” ERC SRS ’\" vk Seveh
. B T EWANDR Y ovnd ). .
moved because of poverty and lack of work taed ¥ opurer BB i ¢ 176 sq m
R e - e . e s P | 55 sq kel
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civil wars, droughts, and famines. populated country: 1 m
S Namabaa, 4 ':q-;'ulr pet :' \\-\ 2
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=7 [Maiaw E
IHE FIRST PEOPLE ““'f, D . «
I'he history of human beings would seem 1o el k r ) & o
have begun in Africa. The skeletons of people N . M"““‘ \.Z)t < b
who walked upright and lived up to 2 million 7 [ (3 .
vears ago have been found in the Rift Valley f. r”""‘ i S —
that runs through Tanzania and Exthiopia ‘: ] =
Archeologists now believe that this region ! = b
was the birthplace of our human ancestors A ’4 % ; Most densels
From here, these carly human beings, known as . SOUTH /Lysor populated country:
Homo Erectus, soon moved into other parts of the ‘\rm“\ 2 Mauiritia
continent and rapidly spread even farther afield 1671 people per s

mile (645 per sq B

TOWN AND COUNTRY

Most African people live as farmers or herders in the
countryside. However, about one in five people now live
in towns. The most heavily urbanized region is northern
Africa, and Cairo, in Egypt, is the largest city on
the continent with a population of more than N
15 million. Several other cities have more :
than a million inhabitants, including
Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, Kinshasa
in the Congo, and Johannesburg
in South Africa. The poor often
live on the outskirts of the
cities, in shantytowns. fray

BIGGEST URBAN POPULATION 4 —

" P P

Percentage of population under 15 years of age

i

YOUNG POPULATION

l\

The population of Africa is growing rapidly, Improved SMALLEST URBAN POPULATION
medicine has generally decreased death rates, while birth rtes Rwanda ¢
remain very high, Women in countries such as Angolia and

Burkina have six children each on average, whereas in North
America and Europe they have only one or two, However, HIV
infection s Last becoming widespread among voung people and
1s likely to kill many in the near future




AFRICA
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THE PEOPLE @ .
I'he vast Sahara separates the peoples e -\

of northern Afnca, who are mostly

m——a P ta
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Berbers and Arabs, like these
Tunisian men, from those to the
south, who are mosth' Negroad.
Northern Africa s predominanthy
Islamic, but south of the Sahara
people follow a vaniety of
religions, including Christianity
and tradhinonal animist belwels
T'wo other groups are also
important: there are about

8 million people of European
descent, who live mainly in

southern Afrsca, as well as a large l)l‘( YWLES AND COL 'NTRIES
There are more than 600 ethnic or tribal groups in Africa,
and only 53 countries. Many of today’s national boundaries
were created in the late 19th century by colonial rulers.
Borders sometimes follow natural features, such as rivers,

: but often they just follow straight lines on a map. As a
\\:\lf\ & has produced & great vaniety of ant from F(..‘lllt,' tribes are often \plil ')(-l\\‘('(‘ll.(l.ln('l'('ll( ('illll]ll'?('\.
prehistoric times to the present. Often, an was related I'he Ewe people, for example, are divided between Ghana
to ritual or tribal ceremonies, as well as being used for and Togo. After independence, it has often proved difficult

decoration. In many tribes the artist was given high to create unity among the different peoples in one country,
status and art was olten regarded as an essential

number of Indians, who live along
the castern coast and in South Afnica.

part of religion. It is possible o isolate different

arcas and different practices of African art.
From around 7000 BC rock drawings include
representations of animals and hunters. Tribal
art has become a way of distunguishing one
tribe from another and can ke many forms
including body painting and sculptural masks,
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FRESH WATER 1 1
Only around 62 percent of Africans 14 |
have access to safe water. Often pcs: o |
people must make long journeys P ‘
e : Ry to collect it and millions are forced | | |

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS to drink water that is contaminated !

Most African countries rely on exporting raw by dangerous bacteria. The situation

materials, such as coffee, cocoa, or oil, In recent is worst across central Africa

vears, the prices of these products have fallen. In where the hot climate and lack

contrast, the cost of importing machinery and other of investment makes clean water

manufactured goods has risen. Thus the amount that scarce. Aid agencies have made

Alrican countries can earn from their exports is often access to clean water a key issue

less than what they have to spend on imports, These and have used funding to build

factors, along with the growing population safe water wells and educate

and the effects of drought and war, mean that the people about the importance

economies of many African countries are in difficulty. of hvgiene.




Section Three
Asia

Questions:

How are the central deserts of Asia (Gobi & Takla Makan) different from
most other deserts?

How were the Himalaya Mountains formed? What parts of Asia do they
separate?

What is the “Ring of Fire” Where is it located?

Where did the earliest civilizations begin in Asia?

Why are many areas of Asia unsettled?

How has China tried to slow down its population growth?

Why is rice so important to Asia?

How has oil affected countries in the Middles East?

What countries are the “Little Tigers”? Why are they called that?

Bonus Questions (use the web):

How strong on the richter scale was the 2011 earth quake in Japan?
If I gave you 10,000 Japanese yen, how much would it be worth in dollars?
How many Communist countries are their in Asia?

How many mega cities ( over 10 million people) does Asia have?

@ answer online


https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEMxRWR5UF9LN1RzOHM0bGFfdUpKSWc6MA
https://spreadsheets.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEMxRWR5UF9LN1RzOHM0bGFfdUpKSWc6MA

ASIA

'ASIA

STRETCHING FROM THE frozen Arctic to the
. hot Equator, Asia is by far the world’s largest
and most mountainous continent. Much of
the land is barren, with vast, empty deserts
in southwest and central Asia, and the remote,
windswept plateau of Tibet to the north of
the Himalayan mountains. Asia also has some
of the world’s most fertile plains and valleys
beside rivers that include the Mekong, Indus,
and Euphrates. In Southeast Asia, the land
is mainly mountainous or covered in tropical
rain forests that are teeming with wildlife.

Away from the mainland,

scattered on either
side of the Equator,
lie thousands
of islands, many
of them volcanic.

THE YANGTZE RIVER

CENTRAL DESERTS
Unlike most deserts, the
Takla Makan and Gobi
in central Asia have hot
summers, but extremely
codd winters. Much of
their landscape is made
up of bare rock, with
huge expanses of shifting
sand, Vegetation is sparse,
except in river valleys, as
shown here in the Takla Makan.
Some animals, including wild camels,
can sunive cold winters in the Gobs,

THE HIMALAYAS

From its source in the Tanggula Mountains
=K

The Himalavas, right, form a massive land
barrier between the Indian Subcontinent
and Tibet. The range is permanently snow-
capped and contains the world’s highest
peak, Mount Everest. The mountains began
to form about 50 million years ago when

a moving plate, carrying the Subcontinent,
began to push against the Eurasian plate,
When the plates collided, the edge of the
Indian plate was forced under the Eurasian
plate, and the seabed in between was
folded up to form the Himalavas,

,f.g"'_;.- >
1 o
g it
¢
W
o Poes oo canct?
e T
SIBERIA ‘
Most of Siberia, the Asian part
of Russia, is bitterly cold in
winter. In the north lies the
tundra, where part of the soil 2
has been frozen since the end
of the last Ice Age. Beneath ats
surface there are vast \npplivs Highest
of minerals, To the south lies temperature:
< < Tirat Zevi, lsrael,
the world's largest coniferous 199°F (54°C)
forest. This cold forest makes ’
way for a dry grassland area, "
known as steppe, which forms 5 Urel .
Russia's main farming region. : ‘ .
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on the plateau of Tibet, the Yangtze River BLACK SEA
e,
flows through mountainous land for most \ *y > w#’
. < 2 . > “
ol its course. On its final stages, it follows the SR AT o T ?
southern edge of the Great Plain of China 9 2 JE A, ) B
until it reaches the East China Sea. In the flatter N AR o0
areas, the Yanguze supplies water for irrigation. In Bt oF-v 2 e )"
- : i -
the past, flooding has caused thousands of deaths e - -
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PEOPLES OF ASIA 1

OF ALL THE CONTINENTS, Asia has the largest population with
the greatest variety of cultures. The history of civilization here
stretches back for many thousands of vears. Cities and writing,
the development of which are closely connected,

first appeared in Asia. More than 5,000 years ago the earliest
cities, such as Babylon, emerged in the valley of the Tigris

Stone releds in Parsepo

and Euphrates rivers, an area known as Mesopotamia EARLY CIVILIZATIONS

(modern-day Iraq). Today, Asia contains over The world's earliest civilizations grew up around rives
- % S AR P valleys in Asia in an area known as the fertile crescent
60 p('l((‘ll( of the world’s I’“P“l“"“"- which stretches in an arc from the Persian Gulf 1o the
much of which is concentrated in Mediterranean Sea, Many cities here can trace theis

history back for several thousand vears

the southern and eastern
regions of the continent.
Although most of the people
are farmers, city populations
are growing very rapidly.

Population: approximatcly )’ AL A B i 1 N EESD E R A T1 085
3,825,5090,000 people 1
Number of countries: 45 b

Largest country: Russian | Lo
Federation = the Asian pant
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EMPTY PLAINS PR
Mthough Asia has a huge population, .
many areas are hardly peopled at all i t
At just 4 people per sq mile (2 per sq km), I ND O RN S1A {

Mongolia has the world's lowest population density,
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Population density |

GROWING CITIES

\ large proportion of Asia’s population i s oo i ’

POPULATION DENSITY
Large arcas of the Middle
East and central Asia are

RIVER VALLEYS

T he first p('wpf('\ settled in fertile

ahver valleys where they could
prow crops. They builtimigation
BESEC IS Lo ( hannel water from
aers 1o the crops Fodav, nvers
e still important 1o the people
B southern and castern Asia, In
B Gon 1O rmgation, nvers are
sed for fishing and for drnking
and are dammed 10 produce
Bddroclectric power. Rivers often
provide a country’s main means
o transportation, and some

e the focus around which
pountrics have developed

—
—

still lives in the countryside as farmers, hart show the number empry wilderness, unsettled
but the number living in cities is rising ' v b | by people because of their
steeply. The largest cities in Asia now bt A | extreme dnymess or cold
have populations of more than 10 nchuded o3 e e “'"'_"‘ the
o “F x roareon population is concentrated
million. These megacities, along with £ tha fersile theer waliots
many other cities in the continent, are Banglaciees and coastal lowlands of south
destined to grow even faster as people = . and east Asia. Aside from the
move from the countryside to towns. island citystate of Singapore,
Bangladesh is the most densely
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POPULATION GROWTH
I'hree out of every five people in the world live
in Asia. Seven of the world’s 10 most populated
countries are located here, with China and India
heading the list. Between them these two
countries account for about 40 percent

of the world’s population. In mainland
China a strictly enforced government
policy to restrict family size to just
one child has slowed the rate of
population growth, but elsewhere

in the continent it is still very

high. In 2000, India’s population
rose to over 1 billion and Indonesia’s
passed over 210 million.

Worlds top ricegrowing
countries (2003)

RICE

Half the world’s population depends on rice as a
principal source of food, so a rice shortage can cause
terrible famine. This plant, native to Southeast Asia,
has been cultivated in the region for at least 7,000
vears. In recent decades, new varieties of rice have
been developed to help feed Asia’s growing population.
I'hese new strains of rice are part of the "Green
Revolution,” which applies scientific knowledge to plant
Sorersa 1 breeding and uses technology to increase productivity.
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ALTHOUGH SOME ASIAN COUNTRIES, such as Japan and

China, have been independent for a long time, others have
only recently emerged from colonization. At the start of

the 20th century, much of the Middle East, the whole Indian
Subcontinent, and large areas of Southeast Asia were controlled
by European powers. Nationalist movements grew up across
Asia and the countries regained their independence. Many
countries here have had very fast economic growth. Together :

with the recent pressures for change, this means that :\,“,l ‘lll:ll:f,,,\,: ,l,_,,,,m.”,,_ e reioncrica
societies across the region are now evolving rapidly. their freedom from colonial rule in independence

day celebrations, like those in Pakistan shown

above. Some countnes, like India, gained their
el ]u'lnlu noe through Lagely Prace ful protess,
while heroe hghung occurred in others, such as
Indonessa, These countnes are
now strugeling to lorge a

sense of natonal umin

USSR
Much of thes arga i5 now
the Russian Federation )

MOLDOYA ' ._j S ‘I
Ll fal¥ gl ‘u, e C‘..\ '_/_/\_J\\'\,f\_f(-\—?
BREAKUP S L 3 f/

I'he Soviet Union, or USSR, s (/ | R = ) TR T
was the world’s largest nation, T ’-\w\J’“/V' | \ ’-J/ﬁ,\'\'\,/\

However, in 1991, the USSR split up r (‘(.g <.
into 15 republics, which set up their f % < IVENOEY  KAZAKBSTAN
own governments, Nine of the republics l W o

are in Europe and the other five are in Asia, while -EORCIA WSy | L} f'“)
Russia straddles both. They are no longer part of a large, [ \% 1 ‘

centralized economy, and so are struggling to ¢ mpete ARMENIA ~ o |

in a world market. The USSR's collapse also freed ' ‘

some eastern European countries from Soviet control.

i ) ~
v 8 Ao1al Grodryy was | )
haawly bombed by he Russian ‘. |
Fociaratos 1G-S ] [ -
1956200 S — _,,.____.J

e e ETHNIC GROUPS

Asia was the birthplace

! Fighting between ethnic groups is still
continuing in several parts of the former
USSR, The Russian Federaton, for
example, includes some regions where
the Russian population is in the minority
and greater numbers of people belong
to native ethnic groups. In
Chechnva, onlv about a
third of the population is
Russian, Since the breakup
of the USSR, the Chechens
have been fighting for
independence. However,
the Russian Federatuon
1s not prepared to grant
independence to any of
these territories. It could
lead to the breakup
of Russia iself,

of all the main world

religions, including
Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judiaism, Christianity,
and Ishun. Religious beliefs
still have a strong influence
on the people of the
region todkay, Religions
ofien |':l:||||.|\|/4' modesty
in wealth and the
mportance ol donating
to chany for spant al
reward rather than

any personal gain
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PRESSURES FOR CHANGE
In Asian societies today, the
traditional rural wavs of life and
religious beliefs conflict with an
increasingly money-oriented

wav of life, influenced by the
West, As Asian societies become
more open to western influences,
so the pressures on traditional
ways of life will intensify. Societies
react o pressures for change in
different wavs, In Afghanistan,
for example, religious leaders
violently opposed western ideas,
leading to the setting up of a
hardline republic based on a strict
mterpretation of Islamic law.

OIL AND THE MIDDLE EAST

Before oil was discovered, many desert countnes
in the Middle East were very poor. Ol has
ransformed their fortunes, More than owo-thirds
ol "Il' 'v\('llll 5 L!l“‘\” rescemnes ('! L 4 l“',l' "ll .‘“'l A
third of all the natural gas ocour here. Countries
hanve become wealthy through the export of oil

and natural gas throughout the workdd, New cities

\ e (43 1 O
T ] v ) Sorad e 9 X 1 have sprung up, such as Dubai (shown above ), and
foreign workers have armived in great numbers
W 806G Asia's “Litle Tiger™
e ma economies

WESTERN INFLUENCE
In some socicties, change happens gradually and
without violent demonstrations. In Japan, for example,

economic development was seen by its rulers as a way

of svoiding becoming dependent on European nations
Japan has therefore accepted Western capitalism while
still managing to preserve many traditional Japaness

sadues. Even China, so long closed 1o Western ideas

B now enthusiastically embracing capitalism

s

R

- > J
NOMADIC EXISTENCE
Ihe collapse of the USSR has led to a revival of traditional ways of lile
among the nomads of central Asia. Goods that were made in Bactories
such as el which is used 10 line the inside of nomads’ tents, ceased to be

available and now have 10 be made by hand using traditional methods, The

ST IS LU wen M Ooamnes 10 mosing ||| FOCOTM YOS, 1hany nomads have

moved their belongings around in vehicles, bt gasoline is now in very

short supply, so nomads have returned 10 using camels and horses

TRALLAND

SOLTH
ROREA

HONG KONG L

-"l\

LHH[ IPPINES
"

/%

. LITTLE TIGERS

Following in the footsteps of Japan, a
wAN number of Southeast Asian countries
looked o make the most of thewr
cheap and plentiful supply of workers
to rapadly boost their economies
These “Littde Tigers™ achieved great
success in the final decades of the

. 2eh century. However, they are now

3 having to deal with the side effects of
rapid industrialization = pollution,
SINGAPORE unemployment poverty in rural
arcas, and new cheaper competition

that has begun to emerge elsewhere.

Women in the worklorce

ROLE OF WOMEN

Women's lives differ hugely gl
over such a large continent, T e it

mfluenced by each nation’s workforoe in f
culture, religion, and politics. ;
In some areas, such as in India
and the Islamic countries

of the Middle East, the vast
majority of the workforce

1s male. Yet Islamic women

in Southeast Asian countries
such as Indonesia often work
outside the home. In other
areas, such as communist
China and North Korea,

and the former communist
republics of the USSR,

women make up a

large proportion of the
workforce and carry out Neos A
most houschold chores. - N30Nesa Acst




Prove you learned it!

Choose and complete one of the following

after you have researched and filled out your country info
chart on the next two pages. Your “Prove it” should tell
me EVERYTHING there is to know about your country.

Give a presentation
Create and give a presentation that gives a brief introduction to your country
and covers all the info from your country sheet.
You must be able to answer follow up questions from the class.

Make a cartoon

Use domo.goanimate.com to create a cartoon that gives a brief introduction to
your country and covers all the info from your country sheet.

Make a comic
Use bitstrips.com to create a comic that gives a brief introduction to your
country and covers all the info from your country sheet.

Make a travel website

Use google sites, webs, wix, jux or any other free website creator to make a site
that gives me a brief introduction to your country and covers all the info from
your country sheet.


http://domo.goanimate.com
http://domo.goanimate.com
http://bitstrips.com
http://bitstrips.com
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://www.wix.com/
http://www.wix.com/
http://www.jux.com/
http://www.jux.com/

COUNTRY INFO SHEET
This should be FINISHED before you start your PROVE IT!

Helpful sites to get you started:

BBC country profiles
CIA world factbook

Physical Geography:
What is the land like?

Population statistics

Men/women/old people/ young people/
birth rate

Ethnic/Racial Make up
What races and ethnicities
are in your country

Urban/Rural
what percent of people live in cites?
on farms?

Gross Domestic Product

How much are your countries total
good and services worth? Should be a
big number.

Cost of living
How much does it cost to live? You
might have to search by city.

Economy
How do they make their money? You
should find MORE THAN ONE way.



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

Natural Resources
What stuff is provided by nature?
i.e.oil, gold, bananas, fish

Government

What type of government do they have?
How does it work (briefly).

Who is in charge (can be more than
one person)

Military

How big is their military? How much
money do they spend on it a year? Are
they involved in any wars or conflicts?

Freedom

What is their freedom house rating? If
it is high explain why.
freedomhouse.org

Culture

language

religion

famous foods
music/art/artists/movies/tv

Tourist stuff

what are some cool things to do?
interesting places to visit?
lonelyplanet.com

tripadvisor.com

Current events

What is happening in your country
RIGHT NOW?



http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/




