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UNIT Two:
Becoming Human
The peopling of the earth

What you 
need to know:

•What were our ancient ancestors like?

•What was life like during the Stone Age?

•How Where and When did early humans settle the earth?

•How do Archaeologist learn about the past?

Section one - Life in the Stone Age

Section two - Becoming Human

Section three - Populating the globe



Section one  

Life in the Stone Age

When you hear the word “cave man” what do think of? Most 

people picture an ugly dude with club fighting dinosaurs. That 

image of a caveman isn’t quite right (cavemen came long after 

dinosaurs died out). Even though early humans couldn’t write 

down anything about their lives we still know a lot about them. As 

you read try to understand what life was like and how we were 

able to learn about people who lived so long ago.
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Take Me Back pg 10-15
Questions:

pg 10-11 How did early humans develop (How did they change over time)?

pg 10-11 Write a one sentence that describes each of the following:

• Homo Habilis, Homo Erectus, Homo Neanderthals, Homo Sapien

pg 12-13 Read the Homo Sapien Quiz. Explain at least three ways that we are 
different from earlier human species. 

pg 14-15 Write one Paragraph Describing what daily life was like for hunter 

gathers. click answer online

https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDhmeDNuSy0wcVJtVXl6Q1Q0NVY2bXc6MA
https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDhmeDNuSy0wcVJtVXl6Q1Q0NVY2bXc6MA
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Questions:

What discovery helped Upright man survive the Ice Age?

When did homo sapiens first appear in Africa?

What were some things that modern humans did as they spread over the globe?

Write a paragraph describing the many ways Neanderthals hunted their food.

Why was the invention of tools important to early humans?

What were some crazy things that people believed in the stone age?

What were “barrows”? What things have archeologists found in them?

Horrible Histories- Savage Stone Age - ALL

answer online

https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDM5enFiZ0g5eDQzRXdYa1VxaXhHUWc6MA
https://spreadsheets0.google.com/viewform?formkey=dDM5enFiZ0g5eDQzRXdYa1VxaXhHUWc6MA
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Section two  

Becoming Human
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click

Humans didn’t just appear overnight. It took a long time for what 

we think of as “people” to develop and settle the planet. Thanks to 

hard working archeologists we know quite a lot about our 

ancestors.  In this section you will spend several days on the 

Becoming Human website getting to know our ancestors and how 

they changed overtime to become like you and me. 

Click and read to answer the 
questions for each exhibit

Becoming Human Website

http://becominghuman.org/node/interactive-documentary
http://becominghuman.org/node/interactive-documentary
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Questions: (answer in your ATA google docs)
Evidence

◦ what is the scientific method?
◦ What are fossils?
◦ How are they made?
◦ What species was the skeleton found in Kenya?
◦ How old was the person?
◦ What gender was it?
◦ What did it eat?
◦ What size body did it have?
◦ Was it a healthy person?
◦ What is the dating “margin of error”?
◦ What is the Law of Superposition?
◦ What is radiometric dating?
◦ What was learned from the Hominid footprints at Laetoli?

Anatomy-
◦ What is a primate?
◦ How are we like other primates?
◦ How are we different?
◦ How are human and chimp feet different?
◦ Why do primates have such large brains?
◦ Why do children’s brains grow so much after they are born?
◦ What is sexual dimorphism?
◦ How are male and female skeletons different?

Lineages-
◦ What is microevolution?
◦ What is macroevolution?
◦ What was the first species to spread to new continents?
◦ What is the out of Africa theory?
◦ What is the Multiregional theory?

http://my.atafordpas.org/
http://my.atafordpas.org/


Section Three  

Populating the globe
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As humans developed they began to spread out all over the globe. 

Use the interactive maps and Take Me Back to explore where 

ancient humans went.

Take Me back pg 16-17

click
Journey of Mankind Website

Questions:

When did humans begin to leave Africa?

How did they get to North America?

Who first settled in North America? What types of animals did they hunt?

How did lower sea levels help people travel?

What was the last continent to be settled?

Atlas of Human Journey Website

answer online

http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/lan/en/atlas.html
https://genographic.nationalgeographic.com/genographic/lan/en/atlas.html
https://spreadsheets1.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEI3OW5IRG5lRFJ2aUJYYi15ZC03dFE6MA
https://spreadsheets1.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEI3OW5IRG5lRFJ2aUJYYi15ZC03dFE6MA
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Write an archeological journal

Pretend that you are on an archeological dig. Write a journal describing what 

you found and what it tells you about stone age humans. 

Must explain: What our ancestors were like, How stone age man lived and traveled

Must include at least three images.

Make a stone age scrapbook

Use google presentation to make a scrapbook for a stone age family.

Must explain: What our ancestors were like, How stone age man lived and traveled

Must include images of stone age tools, fossils, and  animals. 

Make a cartoon

Use go animate to create a cartoon where a teacher explains to a class what life 

was like in the stone age. BE CREATIVE!!!

Must explain: What our ancestors were like, How stone age man lived and traveled

Prove you learned it!

Choose and complete one of the following. Be sure to 
review the unit and you the internet as you work. If 

another student couldn’t look at what you created and 
learn the main ideas of the unit then you need need to 

keep working!!!



Section one - Life on Earth

Section two - Becoming human

read 8-13 gold book

becoming human

Section three - Life of “Stoneage man”

Idiots Guide WH 7-9

HH savage stone age

http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
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http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/
http://www.bradshawfoundation.com/journey/

